
The following is a list of topics discussed, and Guest Speakers and Chairpersons 
present at past Mini European Assembly editions: 

 
I 
 

1989-90 
 

 
Topics discussed 

 
The Environment from a European Perspective 
Drugs – A European Disease? 
Is the Mediterranean a Myth? 
Trade & Commerce in the EEC 
East-West Relations in Europe 
Youth Formation for Europe 

 
  

Guest Speakers 
 
Dr Joe Borg      Head of the EEC Directorate 
Dr Maria Sciberras     Head of De-Toxication Centre,  

St. Luke’s Hospital 
Rev Prof Peter Serracino Inglott   Pro-Rector University of Malta 
Prof Josef Bonnici   Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  

Delegation to the Council of Europe 
Hon Michael Frendo  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  

Delegation to the Council of Europe  
Mr Ferdinando Albanese   Director European Youth Foundation of  

the Council of Europe 
 
 
Chairpersons 

 
Hon Frank Portelli Head, Maltese Parliamentary Delegation 

to the Council of Europe 

Hon Joe Brincat  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Council of Europe 

Hon Francis Zammit Dimech  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Council of Europe 

Hon Guze Cassar  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Council of Europe 

Dr Joseph Psaila Savona  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Council of Europe 

 



II 
 

1990-91 
 
Topics discussed 

Malta’s Application and Membership in the EEC 

The Educational Policy of the European Community 
The Role of the Military Alliances 
The Role of the Media in a Free-Frontier Europe 
Single European Market after 1992 
Social Europe 
 
Guest Speakers 
 

Hon Frank Portelli Head, Maltese Parliamentary Delegation to the 
Council of Europe 

Rev Prof Peter Serracino Inglott Rector University of Malta 
H.E. Joseph Licari   Ambassador to the Council of Europe 
Hon Francis Zammit Dimech Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  

Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Dr John C. Grech 
Mr Anders Bjorck   President Assembly of the Council of Europe 
 
 
Chairpersons  

 
Dr Noel Buttigieg Scicluna 
Hon Joseph Psaila Savona Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF 
Hon Guze Cassar    Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  

Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Hon Joe Brincat   Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Hon Michael Frendo  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

 
 



III  
 

1991-92 
 
Topics discussed 

 
The importance of youth mobility for a United Europe 
Malta- A free trade are or a full EC member? 
Safeguarding freedoms in a common European home 
Could a CSCM emerge from the CSCE? 
Regionalism in a one-country Europe 
The European Community and the Council of Europe? 
 
Guest Speakers 

Rev Prof Peter Serracino Inglott  Rector University of Malta 

Dr John C. Grech    Chairman M.E.T.C.O. 
Dr Tonio Borg Commissioner for Malta on the Council 

of European Convention for the 
Prevention of Torture and Degrading 
Treatment 

H.E. Evarist Saliba Advisor to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, former Malta Representative to 
the CSCE 

Hon Joe Brincat  Member of Parliament 
Hon Michael Frendo  Minister for Youth and Arts 
 
Chairpersons 
 

H.E. Gunther Weiss    Head of the European Commission  
Delegation to Malta 

Hon Francis Zammit Dimech Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 
Delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly to the Council of Europe, 
Minister for Transport and 
Communications 

Hon Frank Portelli Head of the Maltese Parliamentary 
Delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe 

Mr Francis Stivala Secretary General NSTF 
Hon Anton Tabone  Minister for Gozo 
Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici  Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF 
 

 
 



IV  
 

1992 - 93 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
Multilingualism – the Loss of National Identities in a United Europe 
Christianity et alia – a quest for the true basis of European civilization? 
Eco-Education – a Deterrent to the Polluter Pays Principle? 
The Enlargement of the European Community – Widening vs. Deepening 
The Advantages and Disadvantages of a European Monetary Union 
Maastricht – the end of the road or the beginning of an era? 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 

Hon Joseph Psaila Savona Head of the Maltese Parliamentary Delegation 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Hon John Attard Montalto Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Hon Michael Falzon Minister for the Environment 
Hon Vincent Moran Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Hon Michael Frendo Minister for Youth and the Arts 
 

Guest Speakers 

 
Prof Joe Friggieri   Department of Philosophy, University of Malta 
Rev Prof Peter Serracino Inglott Rector University of Malta 
Hon John Vella Member of the Malta Parliamentary Delegation 

to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Hon Eddie Fenech Adami  Prime Minister Malta 
Hon Josef Bonnici   Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of  

Finance 
H. E.  Miguel Angel Martinez President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe  
 
 

 
 



V 
 

1993 - 94 
 

 
Topics discussed  

 
Greater Europe after the Vienna Summit  
Asylum – A Human Right or a state Prerogative? 
Putting idle European Human Resources to work 
The Commission’s Opinions – How True a Reflection of a People’s European 
Aspirations? 
The Process of Priority Areas in View of the New EU Enlargement 
Unity and Diversity – The EU Struggle to Preserve National Identity and Achieve 
Political Union 
 
 

Guest Speakers 

 
Dr Peter Leuprecht Secretary General of the Council of 

Europe 
Dr Giuseppe Guarneri Head of the Human Rights Directorate 

Council of Europe 
Mr Lawrence Zammit                        Chairman of the Employment and 

Training Corporation 
Mr Bruno Boissiere    Member of the European Parliament 

Vice-Chairman of the EU-Malta Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 

Mr Egon Klepsch    President of the European Parliament 
Hon Dr Eddie Fenech Adami  Prime Minister of Malta 
 
Chairpersons 

 
Hon Dr Joseph Psaila Savona  Head of the Maltese Parliamentary 
      Delegation to the Council of Europe 
Hon Dr Vincent Moran Member of the Parliamentary Delegation 

to the Council of Europe 
H.E. Dr John Vassallo Ambassador Embassy of Malta and 

Mission of Malta to the European 
Committees 

Hon Prof Josef Bonnici   Parliamentary Secretary for Finance  
Hon Dr Michael Frendo   Minister for Transport &  

Communications 
Prof Gisueppe  Mifsud Bonnici  Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF 



VI 
 

1994 - 95 
 
 
Topics discussed  
 
European Union Institutions: Preparing for a Wider Europe 
The Development of the Rights of the European Worker: How Far a Threat to 
Europe’s Competitiveness? 
Torture and Degrading Treatment – Remedies in Europe – How effective? 
Tourism Trends in a Frontier Free Europe – a Pillar of Sustainable Growth or of 
Destruction? 
The Commitment and Participation of Youth in the building of European Unity 
How does current Political Thought affect the EU at present and how is it 
expected to affect the realisation of a Future Integrated Europe? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 

 
Mr Geoff Harris Head of the Secretariat of the Malta – 

EU Joint Parliamentary Committee 
Mr Arie Van de Graaf Head of the Secretariat of the Economic 

& Social Committee of the European 
Communities 

Mr Rodney Morgan Magistrate for the City of Bath, Director 
of the Bristol and Bath Centre for 
Criminal Justice and Head of the 
Criminology Department of the 
University of Bristol 

Mr Antonio Enriquez Savinac Secretary General of the World Tourism 
Organisation 

Sir Russell Johnston Chairman of the Committee for 
Education and Culture of the Council of 
Europe   

H.E. Mr. Enrique Baron Crespo  Former President of the European 
Parliament; Former Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Security 
and Defence Policy of the European 
Parliament 



 

 

Chairpersons 

 
Hon Dr John Vella Head of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe 

Hon Dr Vincent Moran Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 
Delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe  

Hon Dr Tonio Borg Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 
Delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe and 
the Malta Government nominee on the 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture 
and Degrading Treatment of the Council 
of Europe  

Hon Dr Joseph Psaila Savona  Parliamentary Secretary for Tourism 
Hon Dr Edward Fenech Adami  Prime Minister of Malta 
Hon Dr Lawrence Gonzi  Speaker of the House of  

Representatives   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VII 
 

1995 - 96 
 

 
Topics discussed 

 
Socrates, Leonardo and the Modern European – Which future?  
The Barcelona EU-Med dialogue – a one-off or the beginning of an era?  
The European Union – a safeguard or a threat to minorities? 
The Schengen Agreement – a boom for the criminal? 
European citizenship – added value to national citizenship? 
What role for national parliaments within the European Union? 
 

Guest Speakers 

 
Hon Dr Michael Falzon   Minister for Education 
Hon Prof Guido De Marco Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs  
H.E. Giorgio Boggio    Head of the European Commission  

Delegation to Malta 
H.E. Klaus Haensch President of the European Parliament 
Mr Renzo Imbeni    Vice-President of the European  

Parliament 
Hon Dr George Bonello Dupuis Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee of the House of 
Representatives 

 

Chairpersons 

 

Hon Dr John Vella Head of the Maltese Delegation to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Dr Colin Scicluna First Secretary of the Embassy of Malta 
in Brussels and the Mission of Malta to 
the European Union 

Hon Dr John Attard Montalto Member of the Maltese Delegation to 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe 

Hon Dr Joe Borg    Member of Parliament 
Hon Richard Muscat   Parliamentary Secretary for Youth 
Hon Dr Tonio Borg    Minister for Home Affairs 



VIII 
 

1996 - 97 
 
 
Topics discussed 
  
A common European Foreign and Security policy after the fall of the Berlin wall – 
an anachronism. 
The incorporation of women’s perspectives in the European integration process: 
reality vs. rhetoric. 
Jobs & Competitiveness: confronting Europe’s dilemma – A youth’s perspective. 
Prevention is better than cure – A pan-European health policy deterrent to drug 
dependence. 
The Council of Europe and the European Union inter-organisational co-operation 
on north/south issues – the way ahead.  
The role of national parliaments in the formation of a Euro-Med partnership – A 
means to an end?  
 

Guest Speakers  

 
Hon Dr Michael Farrugia   Minister of Health 
Hon Evarist Bartolo    Minister of Education 
Ms Pauline Green Member of the European Parliament 
Mr Miguel Angel Martinez President of the Executive Council of 

the North-South Centre of the Council of 
Europe 

Dr Salman Rawaf Director of Health for the United 
Kingdom 

Hon Dr George Vella Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and the Environment 

 
Chairpersons   

 
Ms Catherine Galea    Chamber of Architects 
Hon Myriam Spiteri Debono Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 
Rev Prof Peter Serracino Inglott  Rector Emeritus 
Hon Dr John Vella Head of the Malta Delegation to the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

H.E. Giorgio Boggio Ambassador for the Delegation of the 
Commission to the European Union 

 



IX 
 

1997 - 98 
 
 
Topics discussed 

 
How fundamental are Human Rights for the marginalised minorities in Europe? 
The Euro: Ready, Steady, Go – or Bust?  
National vs. European Cultural heritage: Is Caravaggio Maltese, Italian or 
European? 
Europe: Small vs. Big or Rich vs. Poor? 
Agenda for the next century: Will non-Europe be an option? 
Europe-enlargement to the East: The Return of the Prodigal Son? 
 

Guest Speakers 

 
H.E. Leni Fischer  President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe 
Hon Maria Camilleri  Member of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Hon Prof Guido de Marco Shadow Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Member of the Malta Parliamentary Delegation 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Dr Francesca Cappelletti  Specialist in History of Medieval and Modern 
Art and Director of the Galleria Doria Pamphili 
of Rome 

Hon Bernie Malone   Vice President of the Employment and Social 
Affairs Committee and Member of the Foreign 
Affairs Security and Defence Committee of the 
European Parliament 

Hon Joe Cilia  Parliamentary Secretary for Youth and Sport  
Prof Edward Scicluna  Chairman of the Malta Financial Services  

Centre 
Hon Dr George Vella  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and the Environment 
 

 

 
 



Chairpersons 

 
H.E. Giorgio Boggio   Head of the European Commission Delegation  

to Malta 
Hon. Chris Cardona   Member of the Maltese Delegation to the  

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe 

Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici  Chief Justice Emeritus, Judge in the European 
Court of Human Rights, Chairman NSTF 

Hon Dr Karl Chircop  Head of the Maltese Parliamentary Delegation 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Hon Leo Brincat    Minister of Finance  
Hon Myriam Spiteri Debono  Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



X 
 

1998 – 99 
 
Topics discussed 
 
The Reactivation of Malta’s membership bid – Challenges ahead 
The Euro-Med partnership – Reality or Illusion 
The Agenda behind Agenda 2000 
In with the Euro – But will it work? 
Europe at the end of the Millennium – have we finally got it right? 
Adjusting to the Aquis – must we or should we? 
Lobbying in the EU – Playing with eartime in the enlargement process  

 

Guest Speakers 

 
Hon Prof Guido de Marco  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs  
Mr Luigi Caligaris  Vice President of the European 

Parliamentary Delegation for Malta 
Ms Maren Gunther  Co-Chairperson of the EU-Malta joint 

Parliamentary Committee 
Ms Catherine Lalumiere  Leader of the Radical Group within the 

European Parliament 
Dr Michael Frendo 
Hon Walter Schwimmer  President of the PPE Group on the 

Council of Europe 

Chairpersons 

 
Hon Dr John Vella  Head of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Delegation to the Council of Europe 

Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici  Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF  
Hon Dr Joe Borg Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs 
Hon Prof Josef Bonnici    Minister for Economic Services 
Hon Jesmond Mugliette  Parliamentary Secretary within the 

Ministry of Education 
H.E. Giorgio Boggio    Head of the European Commission  

Delegation to Malta 
Hon Anton Tabone     Speaker House of Representatives 
Hon Dr John Attard Montalto     Member of the Maltese Parliamentary  

Delegation to the Council of Europe 



XI 
 

1999 - 2000 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
EU Enlargement: Opportunities and Challenges 
The Wise Men Report on Institutional Reform does it go far enough? 
Safeguarding the Environment – to what cost? 
Can the European Union afford to widen before it deepens? 
Worker’s Rights in the European Union – Are they being respected or not? 
Refugees: Is the European Union a fortress against asylum seekers? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 
 

Mr Gunther Verheugen  EU Commissioner for Enlargement 
H.E. Prof Guido DeMarco  President of Malta 
Hon Francis Zammit Dimech Minister for Resources and Infrastructure 
Mr David Johns   Secretariat of the Council of the EU 
Hon George Hyzler   Parliamentary Secretary within the Ministry  

for Economic Services 
Lord Russell Johnston  President of the Parliamentary Assembly of  

the Council of Europe 
 
 
Chairpersons 

 
Hon Dr Joe Borg   Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Hon Dr John Vella   Head of the Maltese Parliamentary Delegation  

to the Council of Europe 
Rev Dr Vanni Xuereb  Archbishop’s Curia 
Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici  Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF 
Hon John Attard Montalto  Maltese Parliamentary Delegate to the Council  

of Europe 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



XII 
 

2000 - 01 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
Small Countries in the EU: Treatment pro rata? 
European Defence and Security Policy – Going to war or to peace? 
The Human Rights Charter – A first step towards a European Constitution? 
Is the EU marking process in reducing pressures on the environment, improving 
the general quality of the environment and progressing towards sustainability? 
Regionalism in the EU – its pros and cons 
Is globalisation synonymous with Americanisation? The question of the future of 
European culture 
The effect of the EU’s Environmental Policy on Malta with particular emphasis on 
the Sixth Environmental Action Programme 
 
 
Guest Speakers 

 
H.E. Giorgio Boggio   Head of the European Commission Delegation  

to Malta   
Colonel Carmelo Vassallo  Armed Forces of Malta 
Ms Marlene Bonnici   Councillor at the Malta EU Directorate 
Ms Sarah Blau   Advisor to the Greens /EFA 
Ms Margot Wallstrom  EU Commissioner for Environment 
Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici Chief Justice Emeritus, Chairman NSTF 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 

Hon George Hyzler   Parliamentary Secretary within the Ministry for  
Economic Services 

Hon Giovanna Debono  Minister for Gozo 
Hon Jesmond Mugliette  Minister for Youth 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Mr Francis Stivala   Secretary General NSTF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



XIII 
 

2001 - 02 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
Wrapping up the Negotiations. A big bang Enlargement? 
The Future of Europe: What Future? 

The Euro : One Currency. One Nation? 
Terrorism – is Europe prepared to counteract? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 
 
Hon Ioannis Kasoulides  Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cyprus 
Hon Dr Eddie Fenech Adami Prime Minister of Malta 
Mr Julio Duran   Head European Relations, ECB 
Hon Josef Bonnici   Minister for Economic Services 
Hon Michael Frendo  Member European Convention on the Future  

of the EU 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 

Hon Joe Borg   Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta 
Hon Dr John Vella    Head of the Maltese delegation to the  

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe 

Mr Michael Bonello   Governor, Central Bank of Malta 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



XIV 
 

2002 - 03 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
The Council of Europe – a change of role in an enlarged EU? 
Illegal Immigration – should Europe do more? 
The Environment – coping with Natural Disasters 
Time to decide: The Pros and Cons of Malta’s EU Membership bid 
2003: A year of Referenda for an Enlarged EU 
The Future of Europe:  Conclusions for the Convention 
 
 
Guest Speakers 
 

H. E. Pieter Schieder President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe 

H. E.  Prof Guido De Marco President of Malta 
Hon Francis Zammit Dimech Minister for Resources and Infrastructure 
Ms Jean Lambert   Vice President, Greens-EFA Group in the  

European Parliament 
Hon Joe Borg   Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Prof Henry Frendo   Professor of Modern History, University of  

Malta 
Hon Dr Eddie Fenech Adami Prime Minister of Malta 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 

Hon Dr John Vella   Head of the Maltese Parliamentary Delegation  
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe 

Mr Francis Stivala   Secretary General NSTF 
Prof Arnold Cassola   Secretary General, European Federation of  

Green Parties 

H.E. Ronald Gallimore  Head of European Commission Delegation to  
Malta 

Dr Chris Cardona   Member of Parliament 

Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 

 

 
 



XV 
 

2003 - 04 
 
 
Topics discussed 

 
Youth in a Europe of the Future: Will we make a difference? 
Democracy, Accountability and the Institution of the Ombudsman 
Environment – time to enforce the rules! 
Europe’s Neighbourhood Policy – wider or greater Europe? 
Is the EU’s Human Rights Charter a Necessity? 
On the Eve of Enlargement: What next? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 
 

Hon Jesmond Mugliette  Minister for Youth and the Arts 
Prof Nikiforos Diamandouros European Ombudsman 
Ms Jean Lambert   Vice President, European Federation of Green  

Parties – European Free Alliance, European 
Parliament 

Hon Dr Michael Frendo  Observer Member of the European Parliament 
His Honour Vincent DeGaetano Chief Justice of the Courts of Malta 
 

Mr Poul Nielson   EU Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 
Hon Joseph Falzon   Maltese Member of Parliament 
Hon Ninu Zammit   Minister for Resources & Infrastructure 
Dr Peter Fenech   Chairman Mediterranean Conference Centre 
Hon Tonio Borg   Minister for Justice and Home Affairs 
Dr Jason Azzopardi Chairman of the Maltese Parliamentary 

Committee on Foreign and European Affairs  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



XVI 
 

2004 – 05 
 

 
Topics discussed 

 
European Citizenship, Nationality & Identity – its true meaning! 
70,000,000 Youth in Europe – how can we be involved? 
The question of human trafficking and teenage prostitution in Europe: how should 
this problem be counteracted? 
Enlargement – a borderless Europe? 
Achieving a dynamic knowledge-based economy with greater social cohesion in 
Europe – utopia or an achievable goal? 
Why a European Constitution when my country already has one? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 

 
Hon Dr Michael Frendo  Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Hon Dr Louis Galea   Minister of Education, Youth and Employment 
Hon Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici  Parliamentary Secretary within the Ministry  

for Justice and Home Affairs 
Dr Roderick Pace   Chairman of the European Movement (Malta) 
Mr Joseph Muscat   Member of the European Parliament 
Prof. Guido DeMarco  President Emeritus, Chairman of the  

Commonwealth Foundation 
 
 
Chairpersons 

 
H.E. Mr Ronald Gallimore   Head of European Commission Delegation to  

Malta 
Mr Jean Paul De Lucca  President of the Malta National Youth Council 
His Honour Vincent DeGaetano Chief Justice of the Courts of Malta 
Dr Peter Fenech   Chairman Mediterranean Conference Centre 
Hon Jeffrey Pullicino Orlando Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly  

of the Council of Europe 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 

 
 
 
 
 



XVII 
 

2005 - 06 
 
 
Topics discussed 
 
Copyright, Entertainment Industry and the Internet – How compatible? 
Refugees – cooperation for resettlement and social integration? 
A right to Sports? 
The right to reproduction and sexual health – an ethical issue or a national 
prerogative? 
Religion vs Secularism 
 
 
Guest Speakers 
 

Hon Censu Galea    Minister for Competitiveness &  
Communication 

Hon Dr Louis Galea   Minister of Education, Youth & Employment 
Prof Henry Frendo   Professor of Modern History and Chairman of  

the Refugee Appeals Board, Valletta 
Hon Dr Michael Asciak   MP Chairman of the National Bioethics  

Consultative Committee 
Rev. Prof Peter Serracino Inglott Former Rector of the University of Malta 
 
 
Chairpersons 
 

His Honour Vincent DeGaetano Chief Justice of the Courts of Malta 
Fr Hilary Tagliaferro   Malta Olympic Committee 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Dr Peter Fenech   Chairman Mediterranean Conference Centre 
Fr Anton Gouder   Seminary Rector 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



XVIII 
 

2006 - 07 
 
 
Topics discussed 

 
Enlargement: a limitless Europe? 
Europe’s Constitution: the draft constitutional treaty; EU reformed or divided? 
Freedom of Movement & Schengen: unlimited cross-border access? 
Should the EU reconsider its ratification of Kyoto? 
Irregular immigration – Threat or opportunity? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 

 
Prof Guido DeMarco  President Emeritus, Chair of the  

Commonwealth Foundation 
Hon Jeffrey Pullicino Orlando  Head of the Maltese delegation to the  

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe 

Mr Peter Bolech   Chief Executive Officer, Malta International  
Airport 

Hon Dr Michael Frendo  Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Hon George Pullicino  Minister for Rural Affairs and the Environment 
 
 
Chairpersons 

 
Dr Peter Fenech   Chairman Mediterranean Conference Centre 
His Honour Vincent DeGaetano Chief Justice of the Courts of Malta 
Hon Anton Tabone   Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Dr Joanna Drake   Head of the European Commission Delegation  

to Malta 
Mons Philip Calleja   President of the Malta Emigrant Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



XIX 
 

2007 - 08 
 
 
Topics discussed 

 
The Reform Treaty. What future for the EU? 
Immigration – A Common European Policy or several European Policies? 
The Eurozone and Europe: Economic and Monetary union in the interest of a 
more unified Europe? 
Climate Change – A Threat to Business or an Opportunity for Entrepreneurship? 
The Barcelona Process – What next for the Mediterranean? 
 
 
Guest Speakers 

 
Hon Jeffrey Pullicino Orlando  Head of the Maltese delegation to the  

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe 

Dr Simon Busuttil   Member of the European Parliament 
Hon Dr Michael Frendo Minister of Foreign Affairs  
H.E. Michael Zammit Cutajar  Vice-Chair of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 
Prof Richard Gillespie Professor at the School of Politics and 

Communication Studies at the University 
of Liverpool 

 
 
Chairpersons 

 
Mr Justice David Scicluna Judge on the Criminal Court of Appeal 
Hon Giovanna Debono  Minister for Gozo 
Mr Tonio Depasquale  CEO of Bank of Valletta 
Mr Chris Falzon CEO of Malta Enterprise 
Hon Anton Tabone Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 


